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land is divided into four Boads, called the Eoads of
Siberia, of Kasan, of Nogai, and of Osa, a place on
the Kama. Among the Bashkirs, and in villages near
Ufa, is now settled a Turkish tribe, the Meshcherdlcs,
who formerly lived near the Volga.

The tribes near the Lake of Aral are called Kara-
JKalpak. They are subject partly to Russia, partly
to the Khans of Khiva.

The Turks of Slier ia, commonly called Tatars, are
partly original settlers, who crossed the Ural and
founded the Khanat of Sibir, partly later colonists.
Their chief towns are Tobolsk, Yeniseisk, and Tomsk.
Separate tribes are the Uran'hat on the Chulym, and
the Barabas in the steppes between the Irtish and
the Ob.

The dialects of these Siberian Turks are consider-
ably intermingled with foreign words, taken from
Mongolia, Samoyedic, or Russian sources. Still they
resemble one another closely in all that belongs to
the original stock of the language.

In the north-east of Asia, on Loth sides of the river
Lena, the Yakuts form the most remote link in the
Turkic chain of langiuigea Their male population
has lately risen to 100,000, while in 1795 it amounted
only to 50,066. The Russians became first acquainted
with them in 1620. They call themselves Sakha, and
are mostly heathen, though Christianity is gaining

but rather mild, and inoffensive, and mostly occupied with agriculture.
Tins shows the danger of all gonuruliwition vvitli regard to national
character, for the description of the Bashkirs by Gorman oificers who
had known them during the Napoleonic want, did certainly not repre-
sent thorn as mild and inoffensive. Their Heats are at present on the
Ural, not in the Altaic mountains.